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Grace Liu 

    Grace(SiYuan) liu was born and raised in 
Beijing, China. She loved to explore many things 
at a young age and had a great interest in art.
    She is now a pratt munson college of art and 
design student with an emphasis on graphic 
design, and through the course of the year she 
has come to realize the significance of art.

    Throughout her education grace has enjoyed 
integrating what she has learned into her life, 
and as class president in high school she fought 
for the welfare of her classmates. In the sum-
mer of 2023, she worked with her friend to plan 
a trade show for the legend of zelda game, in 
which she was responsible for a small portion 
of the artwork. She also did some exhibition 
design for her teacher’s organization.

 Siyuan Liu
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Debrief
 Mind Map

01

    To strat out this project I decided to create 
a mind map that would make it easier for me 
to organize my thoughts and better allow me 
to pinpoint the information I was ultimately 
focusing on



Side Hustle Journal   2Grace Liu  |  research ,  analys is ,  and process

Debrief
 Introduction

02

    I chose to research different butterflies and local 
romances in different countries. Throughout my research 
I wanted to understand how the environment, cultural 
characteristics, landscapes and uniqueness of different 
countries integrate and interact with the audience. In this 
regard, I chose “butterflies” to play a role in the project as 
a medium for presenting the stories of different countries, 
such as integrating different stories into the background of 
the reasons for the birth of the butterflies and the envi-
ronment in which the butterflies grow, and through this 
integration, to show the cultural charms of the different 
countries and the regional landscapes.

What about? 

    My design is inspired by the work “BR’s Imagination 
Handbook” published in 2018 by the designers of “BRYX-
studio”, in which they set up a fantasy world divided into 
11 zones. “It’s an ancient grimoire that traces the origins 
of the Western fantasy world, flowing beyond dreams 
and reality showcasing several beautiful illustrations of 
fantasy art, including themes such as crystals, butter-
flies, spiritual plants, and mystical curiosities.” (With her 
artwork, I plan to incorporate the stories of each country 
as background reasons for the birth of the butterflies, 
and then extract some of the appropriate colors for the 
butterflies)

Source of inspiration

Target audience
•	 For all those interested in butterflies
•	 young people
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Debrief
 SCAMPER

03

S - Substitute
   The formation of the butterflies requires extracting color elements 
from each story, but each story will feel different. So there can be dif-
ferent color presentations as well.

C - Combine
   After combining the butterflies and the stories together, the back-
ground elements of the cards can be fused with the characteristic land-
scapes of each different country, which can better show the cultural 
elements of different countries on the whole.
A - Adapt
   The overall project can be changed as a whole, and the traditional 
culture, architecture, and famous attractions of each country can be 
extracted as elements for a secondary creative change. Or different 
butterflies can be used in the story.

M - Modify
   For this project, you can modify the butterfly patterns, details, color 
combinations and other elements as well as the style of the card bor-
ders.
P-Put to another use
   The project also allows people to recognize the different types of 
butterflies and the stories that have been passed down through the 
cultures of each country to gain a better understanding of the country. 
It is also possible to change the whole project into a series of playing 
cards by choosing a country to play with.
E - Eliminate
   Eliminate the complexity of the textures and change the overall style 
to a simple children’s drawing style so that children can also be inter-
ested in it.
R - Reverse
   Think of other animals or plants to replace the butterflies.
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Research
 #1 Story & Butterfly
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Australia

China

Croatia

•	 Bill the Sentimental Bloke and 
Doreen

•	 Bob and Blanche
•	 Scott and Charlene

•	 The Butterfly Lovers 
•	 Niulang and Zhinu
•	 Legend of the White Snake
•	 Song of Everlasting Regret
•	 Romance of the West Chamber
•	 The Peafowls to the Southeast 

Fly 
•	 Chang’e Flies to the Moon
•	 Dream of the Red Chamber
•	 “Meng Jiangnv”, also known as 

“December Flower”

•	 Veronika and Fridrik, Veliki 
Tabor/Desinić (LEGEND)

•	 Dobrila and Miljenko, Kaštel 
Lukšić (LEGEND)

•	 Nymph Kalipso and Odisej, 
Mljet island (LEGEND)

•	 Ljerka and Milivoj, Zagreb 
(TRUE)

•	 Izolda and Leon, Split (LEG-
END)

•	 Marija Terezija and Franjo 
Trenk, Kutjevo (LEGEND)

•	 Cicibela and Roko, Split (TRUE)

Hesperilla Picta

Hesperilla Picta

Limenitis Populi
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Research
 #1 Story & Butterfly

05

Panama

Mexico

Italy

•	 La India Dormida – A Pana-
manian Legend

•	 The Story of the Fisherman 
and the Mermaid

•	 Romeo and Juliet
•	 Dante and Beatrice
•	 Renzo and Lucia in ‘The 

Betrothed’
•	 Franco and Luisa in The 

Little World of the Past
•	 Petrarca and Laura

•	 Popocatepetl and Iztacci-
huatl.

•	 The tragic lovers of Guana-
juato

•	 Maximilian and Charlotte
•	 Frida Kahlo and Diego 

Rivera
•	 Alma Reed and Felipe 

Carrillo

Papilio Menatius

Southern Festoon

Arcas Imperialis
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Research
Collection

06

China

 There are around 137 kinds of butterflies
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Ideation
  Match Up 

07
China

The Butterfly Lovers

Niulang and Zhinu

Legend of the White Snake

Song of Everlasting Regret

Romance of the West Chamber 

The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly

Chang’e Flies to the Moon

Dream of the Red Chamber

Meng Jiangnv
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Development
Naming

08

   This was the hardest part of the whole 
project, I first selected a bunch of words to go 
for naming, but I still had trouble selecting a 
specific name
   Finally, after different feedback, I settled on 
a name and tagline.

•	 Exotic rebirth- finding ourself in the world 
•	 Renaissance-permanent utopian  
•	 Utopian- Cosmopolitan’ brith 
•	 Butorflēoge the Explorer-Chimerical flying 

trip
•	 Butorflēoge-  Parallel
•	 Butterfly journey
•	 Follow the butterfly

Option I make

   At the end of the process I wanted to pick 
a name that was simple and very memorable 
and could be centered around what I want-
ed to show. So I chose “Let’s follow the 
Butterfly”.
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
The Butterfly lovers

Color Selection
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9cd4f0

9ec2f2

7096e0

9ec2f2

fff5e8

f2c49e

fa9c63

422917

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow

    This painting is a digital version of an embroidery that came up 
when I searched for “The Butterfly Lovers” on the internet, so I used the 
two tones in my butterfly to echo the story I envisioned.
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
The Butterfly Lovers

Final product

10

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Pieris Lateralis

    The story of Liang Zhu is very bumpy and impressive, so I chose some wings with dots to reflect the ups and downs 
of their story. The two colors of the wings also reflect the fact that at the end of the story they are buried together and 
become butterflies.
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
The Butterfly Lovers-Detail

1 1

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
The Butterfly Lovers

Card Design

12

Two different frame designs
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
The Butterfly Lovers

Card Design

13

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
   The butterfly lovers

Card Design

14

Two different Front
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VisuaL Synthesis #1 
   The butterfly lovers

Final Output
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VisuaL Synthesis #2 
Niulang and Zhinu
Color Selection

16

9fb5e7

667fb7

c0d2f6

4c5894

333b79

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow

   I found this painting while searching the internet for an illustration 
of the story “The Cowherd and the Weaving Maiden”, and I chose the 
blue hue, which makes up the largest portion of the whole, for the color 
extraction.
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VisuaL Synthesis #2 
  Niulang and Zhinu-Final product

17

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Zeltus Amasa

   In this story there are elements of “separa-
tion”, “magpie bridge”, “flying”, etc. The “ribbon” 
at the end of this butterfly gives it a kind of 
medicine. The “ribbon” at the end of the but-
terfly gives it a feeling of flying upwards more 
lightly, and at the same time it can be used as 
a magpie bridge in the story, better interpret-
ing the overall storyline.
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VisuaL Synthesis #2 
The Butterfly Lovers-Detail

1 8

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #2 
Niulang and Zhinu

Card Design

19

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #2 
   Niulang and Zhinu

Final Output

20
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VisuaL Synthesis #3 
Legend of the White Snake

Color Selection

21

   The White Snake story revolves around the love story between the 
snake fairies “Bai Suzhen” and Xu Xian, so my color palette was chosen 
from the colors in the White Snake photo.

f7f8fc

543230

3c2621

000000

d3d4d6

Main Color

Line

Shadow



Side Hustle Journal   22Grace Liu  |  research ,  analys is ,  and process

VisuaL Synthesis #3 
Legend of the White Snake

Final product

22

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Parnassius Glacialis 

    I didn’t go for a big modification on this butterfly, when I first chose it I did so because it was overall the same presen-
tation as I had envisioned, so I only made a small change to the overall color.
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VisuaL Synthesis #3 
Legend of the White Snake-Detail

2 3

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #3 
Legend of the White Snake

Card Design

24

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #3 
   Legend of the White Snake

Final Output

25
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VisuaL Synthesis #4 
Song of Everlasting Regret

Color Selection
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   This is the poster of the dance drama “Song of Everlasting Re-
gret” that I found on the internet, which highlights the image of Yang 
YuHuan as a whole, so I extracted the red and yellow colors, which 
make up the most part of the whole, into my artwork.

fffad9

f9efa7

f3e176

c5b240

fb9a86

e55013

b03313

683636

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow
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VisuaL Synthesis #4 
Song of Everlasting Regret

Final product

27

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Troides Aeacus

    Inside this story although there is a lot of controversy over Yang Yuhuan’s ending most people agree that she was ulti-
mately strangled with white damask on the order of Emperor Tang Xuanzong. And the butterfly wings on the upper part of 
the highlight form like a rope echoing the ending of Yang Yuhuan.
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VisuaL Synthesis #4 
Song of Everlasting Regret -Detail

2 8

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #4 
Song of Everlasting Regret

Card Design

29

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #4 
   Legend of the White Snake

Final Output

30
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber

Color Selection

31

   This is an illustration from “Romance of the West Chamber” that I 
found on the internet, and then I extracted the colors from the male 
and female main characters’ clothes onto two different butterflies.

9de1cf

2d2c2f

ffc2bf

5c5267

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow

faf1ca e1f0f2

c55749 4286ca

45746b 2c151fb22e29 3c7ba4
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber

Final product

32

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Grphium Chironides & Papilio helenus

    In this story, both the main male and female characters have a very rough love story, and the two butterflies I chose 
have different large and small dots on them, representing the different prejudices they encountered at the time, such as 
like the interference of the world, family and other factors they suffered at the time because of their class differences.
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber（female） -Detail

3 3

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber（male） -Detail

3 4

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber（female）

Card Design
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Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
Romance of the West Chamber（male）

Card Design
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Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
   Romance of the West Chamber（female）

Final Output
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VisuaL Synthesis #5 
   Romance of the West Chamber（male）

Final Output
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VisuaL Synthesis #6 
The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly 

Color Selection

39

   The peacock is the most representative element in the “The Peafowls 
to the Southeast Fly”, so I looked up photos of peacocks on Google and 
extracted the colors from them to apply to the butterflies.

fdffe1

94ac51

fca514

3b421f

1298df

0a0d7c

f68e38

201c13

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow
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VisuaL Synthesis #6 
The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly 

Final product

40

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Bhutanitis Iidderdalii

    In this story, a pair of lovers end up in tragedy, and the peacock is one of the most distinctive elements, and the tail in 
this butterfly extends out to resemble a peacock’s feathers.
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VisuaL Synthesis #6 
The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly  -Detail

4 1

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #6
The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly

Card Design

42

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #6 
   The Peafowls to the Southeast Fly

Final Output

43
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VisuaL Synthesis #7 
Chang’e Flies to the Moon 

Color Selection

44

   The whole story is related to the moon but the color of the moon is 
too monotonous, so I adjusted the color of the moon and chose a purple 
tone to apply to the butterfly.

c0b7f3

d4d0d6

9181af

000000

8a7cad

9189c1

4c447a

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow
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VisuaL Synthesis #7 
Chang’e Flies to the Moon

Final product

45

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Leptidea amurensis

    The story is about a woman who is forced to separate from her husband because of a false accusation, flies to the moon 
and is unable to meet him, so that she can only be alone on the moon for the rest of her life.
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VisuaL Synthesis #7 
Chang’e Flies to the Moon  -Detail

4 6

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #7
Chang’e Flies to the Moon

Card Design

47

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #7 
   Chang’e Flies to the Moon

Final Output

48
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VisuaL Synthesis #8 
Dream of the Red Chamber

Color Selection

49

   I chose the color elements of this butterfly as a reference for the cos-
tume elements of Lin Daiyu and Jia Baoyu in the 1986 version of the 
TV series.

ecd5be

d0c4c4

8c3130

705453

dfc6d8

6f7e95

a98281

26303f

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow
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VisuaL Synthesis #8 
Dream of the Red Chamber

Final product

50

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Parnassius apollo

    The Dream of the Red Chamber shows us all kinds of decay in the Jia House and there are a lot of interruptions in the 
love line between the hero and heroine, so I chose this butterfly because the dots on its wings can better emphasize the 
twists and turns of the whole story
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VisuaL Synthesis #8 
Dream of the Red Chamber -Detail

5 1

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings



Side Hustle Journal   52Grace Liu  |  research ,  analys is ,  and process

VisuaL Synthesis #8
Dream of the Red Chamber

Card Design

52

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #8 
   Dream of the Red Chamber

Final Output

53
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VisuaL Synthesis #9 
Meng Jiangnv
Color Selection

54

   Since I didn’t have any illustrations online that I really liked, I chose 
some color-coordinated drawings that I liked to apply their colors to the 
butterflies

f7fffd

efdbba

bc401c

602114

fff0ec

c9d7d4

2f241b

1e3942

Highlighting

 Main Color

Shadow
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VisuaL Synthesis #9 
Meng Jiangnv
Final product

55

Original Butterfly Final Butterfly

Parnassius apollonius

    The Dream of the Red Chamber shows us all kinds of decay in the Jia House and there are a lot of interruptions in the 
love line between the hero and heroine, so I chose this butterfly because the dots on its wings can better emphasize the 
twists and turns of the whole story
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VisuaL Synthesis #9 
Meng Jiangnv -Detail

5 6

Texture

Highlights

Shadows

Wings
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VisuaL Synthesis #8
Meng Jiangnv
Card Design

57

Color Matching
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VisuaL Synthesis #9 
Meng Jiangnv
Final Output

58
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Reflection 59

Learned
    I did a lot of searching for this program, and overall it allowed me 
to make a good combination of the information I searched for and the 
project I wanted to work on. I have also improved my presentation 
skills and know how to present my ideas better. Secondly, I have a 
clearer idea of how to approach a project step by step.

Thought
    At the beginning I wanted to present it as a website, but I wasn’t 
quite ready for that, so I changed a lot of my ideas in the middle of 
the process. I intend to make adjustments step by step in the future to 
build a website.



Thank You

r e s e a r c h ,  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  p r o c e s s

By 
Grace Liu

2024


